
5

MEDIA MATTERS  102
More than a Century of Change  104
A Closer Look at Journalism  111
What News Journalism Isn’t  117
The Hierarchy of Sources  123
Social Media  128
Grammar – Connecting and Relating  135
Say Your Piece! – A Timeline  140
Showcase Your Writing! – A News Story  142 
 

PATHWAYS TO THE FUTURE  144
Artificial Intelligence – The Future of Learning?  146
AI Ethics in Practice  154
The Race for an HIV Vaccine  160
Recording our Future – But What Will it Be?  166
You Are what You Eat – Food Security  
in the 21st Century  172
Solar Power and Self-Milking Cows  178
Grammar – Linguistic Pointers  182
Say Your Piece! – A Panel Discussion  188
Showcase Your Writing! – An Opinion Text  189 
 

FROM A SPARK TO A FLAME  190
The Building Blocks of Creative Writing  192
The Dramatic Arc – the Foundation of Storytelling  198
The Character Arc  205
Putting it all Together – the Three-Act Structure  211
Turning Arcs and Acts into Stories  
– How to Write a Bestseller  216
Holding Out for a Hero – The Joy of Comic Books  222
Grammar – Doing Work  226
Say Your Piece! – A Story Pitch  232
Showcase Your Writing! – An Opening Scene  233

This unit examines how English-
language media works, how news is 
produced, and how information spreads 
in a globalised world. 

You learn to analyse journalistic 
styles, evaluate sources, and 
distinguish between fact, opinion, and 
misinformation. 

The unit strengthens critical media 
literacy and encourages responsible 
consumption and discussion of news in 
English.

This unit explores future opportunities 
in education, careers, and personal 
development, highlighting how 
motivation, effort, and decision-making 
shape life choices. 

You encounter real-life perspectives on 
success, equality, and ambition across 
different professions and cultures. 

The unit encourages reflection on goals 
and values while developing language 
skills for discussing plans, experiences, 
and aspirations.

WELCOME TO COMPANION  3
The Structure of Companion  8

ONE LANGUAGE, MANY CULTURES  12
A Short History of the British Empire  14
Levelling the Playing Field  23
How the World Started Singing in English  27
Folk Music’s Place in History  33
A Giant of Folk Music  37
The Power of Protest Music  42
Grammar – The Building Blocks  46	
Showcase Your Writing! – Comparative Text  52
Say Your Piece! – Oral Presentation  53
 
 
 

ENGLISH – YOUR GLOBAL PASSPORT  54
A Common Business Language in a Global World  56
Your CV  62
The World As Your Workplace  70
Building a Career in English  76
The Dream Job?  82
The World is Your Playground  89
Grammar – Sense(s) of Belonging  94
Say Your Piece! – An Interview  100
Showcase Your Writing! – CV and Cover Letter  101

Contents

This unit explores how English has 
spread across the world through history, 
culture, sport, and the arts, and how it 
continues to shape identities in former 
colonies and beyond. 

You examine both positive and negative 
consequences of cultural contact, 
focusing on language, power, and 
exchange. 

Through global case studies, you 
develop intercultural awareness and 
the ability to discuss historical and 
contemporary issues in English.

This unit focuses on English as a practical 
tool for work, travel, business, and 
international cooperation. 

You explore how English functions 
in global workplaces, supply chains, 
recruitment processes, and cross-cultural 
communication. 

Emphasis is placed on real-life language 
use, preparing learners to communicate 
clearly and confidently in future studies 
and working life.
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In this unit, we explore the building 
blocks of stories, looking at how 
characters, plots and places are weaved 
together into compelling tales.

You will learn how to recognise and 
use different kinds of arcs to develop 
characters and plot lines into narratives 
that hook the reader and keep them 
engaged.

The unit encourages creative thinking 
and idea generation while developing a 
knowledge of the elements of stories and 
how they work together
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This section explores how different kinds 
of spoken communication serve specific 
purposes and how clear structure and 
delivery strengthen your message.

You are introduced to common speaking 
situations in the book, with attention to 
preparation, interaction and adapting to 
your audience.

The section encourages confident oral 
communication by offering examples, 
practical strategies and helpful language 
you can use to express yourself.
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This section provides a clear and 
accessible reference to essential English 
grammar needed for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening. 

It supports you in revising and consolidating 
key structures, helping them notice patterns 
and avoid common errors. 

The section is designed as ongoing 
support that you can return to 
throughout the course.
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This section helps you understand how 
different text types serve different 
purposes and how clear structure 
supports effective communication. 

You are guided through common written 
genres used in the written assignments 
in the book, with a focus on planning, 
organisation, and audience awareness. 

The section supports independent 
writing by providing models, strategies, 
and language guidance that help you 
express ideas clearly and appropriately.

This unit prepares you for the national 
test by consolidating reading, listening, 
writing, and speaking skills in exam-like 
formats. 

You practise strategies for understanding 
instructions, managing time, and 
responding clearly and accurately in 
English. 

The focus is on building confidence, 
accuracy, and independence in 
assessment situations.
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Perhaps the legacy of colonial sport is most clearly seen in the rivalry 
between the former colonies and Britain itself. One of the most famous is 
The Ashes, a long-running cricket series between England and Australia 
that began in 1882. It was named after a joke that English cricket had 
“died” in Australia and its ashes would be taken back home to the defeated 
country, England. The series continues today and still carries echoes of 
colonial history — a friendly but fierce contest between two nations once 
bound by the Empire. Similar rivalries exist in rugby, where teams like 
South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand take great pride in defeating 
England, turning past hierarchies into sporting competition among equals.

On top of this, sports have also become more diverse. The enormous 
growth of women’s sport in the 21st century has led to new avenues of 
competition opening up, with women’s soccer, cricket and rugby all 
experiencing huge development in recent years. Once known as the 
“gentleman’s game”, cricket is now open to women too, and its huge 
popularity in places like India, Pakistan, Australia and the West Indies has 
gradually erased the boundaries of class and gender that accompanied the 
sport when it was first introduced. 

Show what you know!
1.	 In what ways have former British colonies made sports like cricket and 

rugby their own?

2.	 What does the rivalry between England and its former colonies in 
sports like cricket and rugby tell us about their shared history?

3.	 The text mentions that sports have become “a stage for colonised 
peoples to take on their former rulers.” What do you think this means?

4.	 The Ashes is described as a “friendly but fierce contest.” What does this 
phrase suggest about how former colonies relate to Britain today?

5.	 How has these sports changed from the time of the British Empire  
to today?

Think about it!
Rivalries between nations are a big thing in sport, especially when former 
colonies or enemies meet on the playing field. Why do you think meetings 
between rivals make sport more exciting – does any particular rivalry stick 
out to you? Take notes.

Talk about it!
In pairs or in small groups, share your thoughts. Had you thought about 
the same things? What was different? Try to explain your thoughts to each 
other.

Listen up!
Listen to Julie and Angus talking about the rivalry between England and 
Scotland in rugby.

•	 Before you begin, read through the questions so you know what 
to listen for. Take notes while you listen.

•	 After listening, answer the questions as clearly and completely as 
you can.

arena – a place or situation where an activity happens.
cultural exchange – when people from different cultures share ideas, traditions, 
or ways of life.
empire – a large group of countries controlled by one powerful nation.
colonies – countries or regions ruled by another, more powerful country.
invented – created or made for the first time.
significance – importance or special meaning.
dominant – the strongest or most powerful.
exporting – sending something (goods, ideas, traditions) to another country.
colonial era – the historical period when powerful nations controlled other lands.
adopted – accepted or started using something.
adapted – changed to fit new needs or conditions.
mastered – became skilled at something
legacy – something passed down from the past.
defeated – lost to another team or player.
diverse – showing a lot of variety, including many different types of people or 
things.
boundaries – limits that separate groups, ideas, or types of people.

p.23

p.24
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1.	 How do Julie and Angus show that this rivalry means more to them 
than just a game?

2.	 What memories or feelings does Angus share that show how important 
rugby is to him?

3.	 What does Julie mean when she says, “You feel all the history behind it”?

4.	 What do their comments about meeting “for a pint and a laugh 
afterwards” tell us about the relationship between the two teams and 
fans?

5.	 Rivalries can exist in sport, music, or even school life — why do you 
think friendly rivalry can be both fun and meaningful?

Sharpen your skills!
Idioms are expressions that have a special meaning that is different from 
the literal one. In Listen up! you heard two idioms — “shivers down my 
spine” and “fire in our bellies.” Can you figure out what these and the 
following idioms mean? Match each idiom with its correct meaning.

shivers down my spine	 �to do something that is sneaky or 
against the rules

fire in our bellies	 to take criticism very seriously
heart in your mouth	 to have an advantage over an opponent
take it to heart	 �to be in the same situation as someone 

else
a level playing field	 �to be very excited or nervous in the heat 

of the moment
keep your chin up	 to feel passionate or excited
throw in the towel	 �to feel an intense, pleasurable wave of 

emotion
have the upper hand	 �a situation that is fair and equal for 

everyone
hit below the belt	 �to keep going when things are going 

against you
in the same boat	 �to give up or admit defeat

How the World Started Singing in English

Long before the Beatles led “The British Invasion” of the music charts 
in America in the 1960s, English was being used as a language for 
songs and lyrics all over the world. As we have seen, the language grew 
enormously during the golden age of the British Empire, and musically 
it spread through slavery, work songs, sea shanties and military cadences 
used by soldiers as they trained and marched. By the time technologies 
were developed to allow singers to be recorded, English was already a 
global musical language, and the songs that were sung in it are a rich 
source of information about both the singers themselves, and the times 
and places they lived in.

SPARK PLUGS

What we’ll be talking about: How the English language spread through music, 
especially the songs sung by working people as they laboured.
Words we’ll be using: work songs, rhythm, sea shanties, melodies, chain gangs
Things to keep in mind: From nursery rhymes to national anthems, songs 
and music play a major role in every culture. What is the earliest song you can 
remember? Do you have a favourite that your parents might have sung to you?  
Is there a particular song that makes you feel very connected to your culture?

2726
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The Drunken Sailor
Probably the most famous of all sea 
shanties, this song was sung on ships 
and boats more than 200 years ago, 
and it was made popular again during 
the folk music revival that took place 
in the 1960s. Some historians have 
said that the song was used to pace 
the work when hoisting sails and working with ropes. Others suggest that 
it was sung to keep spirits up while cleaning boats and ships, which was 
often hard and dangerous physical work. Either way, it is a bright, energetic 
work song that is easy to remember. Over time, many regional versions 
and additions have appeared.

Show what you know!
1.	 Why did people first start singing work songs when farming or 

building?

2.	 How did singing help people work together on large projects like 
building railroads

3.	 In what way do the work songs and sea shanties described show that 
music can connect people through shared experience

4.	 Why do you think the song “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad” has 
changed and gained new verses over time

Sharpen your skills!
Combine the words on the left with the corresponding words on the right 
to make expressions that are similar to phrases used in the text. Use each 
word only once. Even if more than one combination seems possible, there 
is only one correct way to use all the words.

work	 hours
sing	 work
keep	 effort
build	 together
face	 work
team	 danger
dangerous	 time
long	 a song
hard	 railroads

Think about it!
The text explains how work songs made it easier for people to work in 
unison, but do you think there could be other (more psychological) 
benefits from work songs? Take notes.

What shall we do with a drunken  
sailor […]
Early in the mornin’?
Weigh-hay and up she rises […]
Early in the mornin’!
Put him in the brig until he’s sober […]
Early in the mornin’!

3130
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Show what you know!
1.	 Music has often been effective in spreading awareness about social 

issues – what makes it such a useful vehicle for doing so?

2.	 In the song, writer and composer Lewis Allan (real name Abel 
Meeropol) compares the victims of lynchings to a “strange fruit” 
hanging from the trees, creating a vivid and shocking image. Explain 
what it is that makes the image selected by the songwriter so shocking.

Sharpen you skills!
1.	 A metaphor is a figure of speech where one thing or idea is referred 

to by another word or expression, suggesting the two have a common 
quality. What do the following metaphors describe?

	 My brother is an open book.

	 This room is a pigsty.

2.	 A simile is similar to a metaphor, but it uses the word like or as to 
compare two things. What do the following similes describe?

	 I am hungry as a wolf.

	 She was always busy as a bee.

3.	 In pairs, write a list of metaphors or similes, either ones you have heard 
before, or ones that you create yourself.

Think about it!
What is the story behind the song Strange Fruit? Why do you think this 
was such a powerful song for both Billie Holiday and her audience? 
What do you know about America at that time?  Take notes.

Talk about it!
1.	 In pairs or in small groups, compare notes and discuss why you think 

Billie Holiday would only play Strange Fruit as the last song at her 
concerts.

2.	 Present some of your thoughts in class.

Write about it!
A song like Strange Fruit evokes strong emotions. This song has strong 
imagery. Read through the lyrics and write a short reflective text where you 
express your own thoughts and reactions to it. Use examples from the song 
to explain your thoughts and reflections. Length: approximately 250 words.

Listen up!
Listen to an interview with Andra Day, where she talks about portraying 
Billie Holiday in the 2021 film The United States vs. Billie Holiday.

•	 Before you begin, read through the questions so you know what 
to listen for. Take notes while you listen.

•	 After listening, answer the questions as clearly and completely as 
you can.

1.	 How did the actor choose her stage name? 

2.	 What does Andra Day say about the song Strange Fruit?

3.	 What does Andra Day say about the power of music?

		  a) That it is important to be powerful.

		  b) That it has the power to heal.

		  c) That it has spiritual power.

be associated with – be connected to or 
linked with something
a lynching – a killing by a mob, often used 
to terrorize Black people in the U.S.
incomparable – so good or unique that 
nothing else can be compared to it
regal – looking or feeling like royalty, grand 
and elegant
prostrate – lying down or feeling so 
overwhelmed you can’t stand up
had conspired – had secretly worked 
together toward a plan

ultimately – in the end
devotion – deep focus, dedication or 
spiritual commitment
to weather the storm – to get through a 
very difficult situation
intentionally – on purpose
suppressed – held back or prevented from 
being known
unadulterated – completely pure or 
unchanged, especially in its truth or 
meaning
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The Building Blocks:  
What makes up a sentence?

Language is like a big puzzle of words that like to  
“socialise” with other words. They come from different  
“friend groups” and we could categorise them based on  
their “looks”, “personality” and which friends they like to  
be around. We refer to these categories as parts of speech  
(or word classes). Let’s look at examples from the unit  
and try to gain a deeper understanding of their functions.

Example 1:

The English language became a truly global cultural export.
det.	 adj.	 n.	 v.	 det.	adv.	 adj.	 adj.	 n.	

Activity 1
Work in pairs or small groups and discuss the following questions.

1.	 Which parts of speech do you recognise? Which names are similar and 
which differ from the terms you have learned in your Swedish class?

2.	 What is the function of each word class? What “work” do they do in a 
sentence?

3.	 Which parts of speech are used together with which others? Are all 
combinations of two parts of speech possible in any word order?

4.	 Imagine we had to permanently remove two parts of speech from the 
language. Which two would be the best candidates? Would sentences 
and communication still make sense without nouns, verbs, etc.? 
Explain your reasoning and give examples.

n. – noun
adj. – adjective
v. – verb
adv. – adverb
pron. – pronoun
det. – determiner
conj. – conjunction
prep. – preposition
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Example 2:

The spread of English globally gave us new insights and created the
det.	 n.	 prep.	 n.	 adv.	 v.	 pron.	 adj.	 n.	 conj.	 v.	 det.

conditions for cultural exchange, particularly through sport and the arts.
	 n.	 prep.	 adj.	 n.	 adv.	 prep.	 n.	 conj.	 det.	 n.

Activity 2 
Work in pairs or small groups and discuss the following questions.

1.	 Which three parts of speech were not found in Example 1? How would 
you explain their function based on Example 2?

2.	 As you can see, the word ‘English’, although it looks the same, is used 
differently in Example 1 and in Example 2 above. Based on the two 
word classes we have analysed it as, can you explain the two different 
meanings of ‘English’? 

3.	 If we wanted to replace the pronoun used in Example 2 with at least 
three words, what could we write there instead?

4.	 All the adverbs in our examples have one thing in common (in terms of 
how they are formed). Can you identify what?

5.	 Many words have “siblings” belonging to other classes. For example, the 
adverb truly is related to the adjective true and the noun truth. Which 
other “family relationships” among the words in our examples above 
can you point out?

As you have observed, some parts of speech naturally team up with others. 
Determiners (e.g. articles such as the or a/an) come before nouns. If we 
want to add a description to the noun, we can add an adjective between 
the determiner and the noun. We say that both these modify the noun. 
Adverbs, on the other hand, cannot modify nouns. Instead, they modify 
verbs, adjectives or other adverbs. 

Stretches of words that modify a main word are called phrases and named 
after the main word. Hence, the phrase “The English language” is a noun 
phrase (main word = ‘language’ = noun) and the phrase “truly global” is 
an adjective phrase (main word = ‘global’ = adjective). 
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Modifiers can also appear after a main word and form a phrase. Hence, 
the structure “give [someone] [some type of] insights [into something]” is 
analysed as a verb phrase (main word = ‘give’ = verb), whereas “through 
sport and the arts” can be understood as a prepositional phrase (main 
word = ’through’ = preposition). Please note that individual words in a 
sentence can form part of several overlapping phrases and that entire 
phrases can function as modifiers of other phrases, as illustrated in the 
following example:

Activity 3
Work in pairs or in small groups. Together, identify phrases based on parts 
of speech in the following excerpt. Take some time to think and note down 
a couple of word chunks you would say belong together. Identify the part of 
speech the main word belongs to. Then share your analysis with your class.

Example: The main word in the phrase ‘natural beauty’ is ‘beauty’, which 
is a noun. Hence, it is a noun phrase.

Thanks to its natural beauty, Fiji’s economy is driven primarily by tourism, 
which attracts visitors to its resorts, with scuba-diving particularly popular with 
them. Agriculture, and in particular sugar, has long been an important part of 
the local economy, but climate change is now posing challenges for crops and 
coastal communities in the Fijian islands.

Individual words can be combined into phrases, which then build 
sentences. But there is another important level in grammar: the clause 
level. You may remember from Swedish lessons that a complete sentence 
needs at least one main clause, and that more advanced sentences can 
include more main clauses or add dependent clauses. So, what is a clause? 
To cut a long story short, a clause expresses one idea or action. It must 

noun phrase verb phrase

adjective phrase

The English language  became a truly global cultural export.

noun phrase
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include at least a verb element (the action) and a subject (the 
“doer” of the action). Other clause elements, like objects or 
adverbials, can also be added to provide more information 
about the main idea expressed by the verb.

But why is this important to you? Well, a very common 
grammar mistake in student writing is incorrect subject-verb 
agreement. To avoid this, first check whether the subject is 
singular or plural and then determine which pronoun could 
replace it. If the subject is singular and could be replaced by 
he, she, or it, remember to add an -s to the verb that the subject 
is performing. If any other pronoun fits, use the base form of 
the verb. This helps keep your clauses clear and grammatically 
correct. It is especially important with plural subjects (replaced 
by they), where many Swedish speakers tend to overuse the -s 
ending to the verb.

Let’s look at some examples from the text about sports in the former  
colonies (p.24):

5

10

15

20

  We don’t say ‘they hashas’

singular subject = 
replaced by pronoun itit

plural subject 
=  replaced by 
pronoun theythey

Sports                        have 	also       become       more       diverse. 

The huge popularity of cricket has gradually erased the boundaries of class and gender.

Some of the most popular global media and TV events are related to sports.

One of the major arenas for cultural exchange in our world is sport.

We don’t say ‘it havehave’!

plural subject =  
replaced by pronoun theythey    

We don’t say ‘they isis’!  

singular subject =  
replaced by pronoun itit

We don’t say ‘it areare’!
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Activity 4
Work in pairs. Fill in the gaps with correct verb forms. Follow the steps  
below to figure out the correct answer.

1.	 Identify the subject. 

2.	 Check its quantity (singular or plural) 

3.	 Fill in the correct verb form so that the subject and verb agree 
grammatically.

a)	 The woman with ten children ... my neighbour.   (is / are)

b)	 Her children ... to play rugby in the evening.   (likes / like)

c)	 Arts, storytelling and dance ... vital parts of Fijian life.   (is / are)

d)	 Their empire also ... knowledge and cultural influence.    
(exports / export)

e)	 I, after all this time analysing clause elements, still ... a bit 
confused.   (is / am)

f)	 The entire population ... making enormous contributions.    
(was / were)
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Let’s judge! 
So, let’s recap and see what you’ve learned. Are the following sentences 
grammatically correct or not? Explain why you deem each example 
acceptable or not. Try to reuse and refer to the explanations given 
throughout this grammar unit.

1.	 This sentence is correctly.	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT

2.	 Destinies are the future that is meant to 	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT 
happen to someone or something.

3.	 We will be talking how British Empire	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT  
expanded for the world.

4.	 Native speakers is people who speaks their	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT  
own language.

5.	 Changed the countries it ruled in many 	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT 
ways – some positive, others negative.

6.	 It’s was a vibrant destination for slaves.	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT

7.	 The British brought sports and slaves.	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT

8.	 The country is known for naturally beauty.	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT

9.	 At its peak, the British Empire ruled a 	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT 
quarter of the world.

10.	 How spread the Empire English language 	 CORRECT	 INCORRECT 
and culture?

51



Listen up!
Listen carefully to the clip of the journalist speaking about their job as a 
newsreader.

•	 Before you begin, read through the questions so you know what  
to listen for. Take notes while you listen.

•	 After listening, answer the questions as clearly and completely as  
you can.

1.	 According to the speaker, why is preparation important before going on 
air? 

2.	 What examples does the newsreader give of major events they had to 
announce live?

3.	 How does the newsreader describe the importance of appearance?

4.	 From the information provided, does the newsreader work in television 
or on radio?

5.	 What can happen on air that is “a surprise”, and what is important for 
the newsreader to remember when that happens?

What News Journalism Isn’t

There’s an old saying that if one person says it’s raining outside and 
someone else says that it’s not, the job of the journalist is not to print 
both sides – it’s to open the window and check.

Opinion Journalism
When the basic facts – who, what, when and where – are established and 
that story is told, most big news events move on to the next stage, which 
is trying to establish why something happened. Journalists who cover 
particular subjects – politics, economics, world news and sports – are 
often well-placed to offer an opinion on these things, but rules still apply. 
Often called op-eds (as they used to be printed on the pages opposite 
the editorials in newspapers), opinion articles should also have their 
foundation in the facts of the story. 

Balance is very important in journalism, and every effort should be 
made to present both sides of a story, however, that does not apply to the 
verifiable facts of the matter. These are usually covered by the first four of 
the Five W’s – who, what, when, where.

People often have different explanations when it comes to why something 
happened, and that is where balance becomes important. Journalists always 
need to be clear about what is fact and what is opinion, and they should 
never let their own opinions influence how they tell a factual story. There is 
no place in news reporting for your own opinions or biases.

Having established those facts, journalists are free to offer their opinion 
on why a story or a situation developed the way it did – no matter how 
convincing it sounds, readers should always remember that this is the 
opinion of one person, and that there can be many other viewpoints.

SPARK PLUGS

What we’ll be talking about: The different kinds of journalistic writing, where 
journalists get their news and stories from, and what we as consumers can do to 
make sure that what we are reading is credible and true. 
Words we’ll be using: sourcing, balance, opinion, columnist, verifiable, debate
Things to keep in mind: News journalism is all about reporting the facts of  
what happened, but there are many ways to do so. Journalists choose details  
that tell the story, and the choices they make affect how we as readers 
understand the story.  

assume – suppose
requires – needs
credible – believable
pacing – the speed or rhythm at which 
something happens or is done
announce – declare
no room for error – no mistakes allowed

autocue – teleprompter
interrupt – stop
composed – calm
collaboration – teamwork
resilience – the ability to recover quickly 
from difficulties or challenges
adaptability – flexibility
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If at all possible, when someone is quoted in the story, 
they should always be identified by their name and their 
job, rank or position in society. This allows the reader to 
decide if they believe the person to be credible and if what 
they have to say is worth paying attention to. Journalists 
will often seek experts in a particular field for comment – 
if there is an outbreak of a disease, for instance, they will 
look to doctors and public health officials, and if there 
is an extreme weather event, they will probably contact 
meteorologists and other scientists.

As well as the kinds of human sources listed above, 
there are many other sources such as press releases, 
annual reports, publications by sporting and commercial 

organisations that can be used when finding and reporting news.
No matter what the source is, it’s up to the journalist writing the story 

to verify what the source says. As a general rule, journalists will aim to 
have at least two sources when they report on something. An example 
would be that a journalist has heard that a Swedish actor is going to star in 
a big new Hollywood movie – the journalist is told by the actor’s agent that 
they are going to be in the movie, but that’s not enough to simply run the 
story. The journalist must check with the company making the movie, or 
the director or writer or anyone else who can help them establish whether 
or not the story is true. When they have confirmed it with the studio or 
the director, then the journalist can write it up and publish it.

The reason for this is to maintain credibility. It may not be our most 
attractive quality, but people lie all the time, especially if they want to 
get ahead in acting or sports or politics or finance. An agent might tell a 
journalist that their client has gotten a role in a movie simply to raise that 
actor’s profile. Politicians and business leaders say things all the time to 
make themselves or their parties or businesses look good – it’s up to the 
journalist to establish what is true and what is not true before publishing.

With the advent of powerful artificial intelligence applications capable 
of making “deep fakes” (very convincing voice or video representations 
of famous figures), verification is a job that’s becoming harder than ever 
for journalists. This is putting the focus back on building contacts and 
relationships so that they can check before sending a story out into the 
world, and maybe crashing a stock market or two with it when they do!

Show what you know!
1.	 Why is it good to include the name and job title of a person quoted in a 

news story?

2.	 Why do journalists try to have at least two sources for their story?

3.	 What makes a meteorologist a good person to interview about an 
extreme weather event?

4.	 How can a reader make up their own mind if a story in a newspaper is 
trustworthy?

Sharpen your skills!
1.	 Combine the following words from the text with their corresponding 

definitions.

annual	 a prejudice or judgment that is personal
stock market	 allowed
bias	 say something publicly, (not in secret)
random	 acting or speaking for someone else
establish	 to repeat what someone else has said or written
confirm	 something that can be believed or trusted
credible	 where shares and stocks are bought and sold
go on record	 something that happens every year
permitted	 prove
quote	 verify
on behalf of	 without plan or pattern

2.	 Find the sentences below in the text and replace the italicised words 
with the synonyms used in the text.

a)	 These guidelines are not fixed in stone…

b)	 This might be an conversation with the Swedish prime minister…

c)	 An unnamed source may be used if they can provide 
information that is in the societal interest …

d)	 If at all possible, when someone is cited in the story, they should 
always be identified …

e)	 Journalists will often search for experts in a particular field for 
comment …

f)	 There are many other sources such as press releases, annual 

run the story – publish the article
establish – find out or prove 
clearly that something is true
confirm – check again and make 
sure something is definitely true
maintain – keep something 
strong or in good condition over 
time
verification – the careful process 
of checking that information is 
true
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The first one (of with a single f) often expresses belonging, connection or 
cause, whereas the latter (the one with the double f) generally means “away 
from”. Mixing these up is a common spelling error in students’ writing, so 
try to raise your awareness of this important distinction.

She was sick and tired of the dirty table. 
He wiped the dirt off the table

Activity 3
1.	 Work individually and read the excerpt from the unit. Identify the 12 

uses of prepositions in the text.

T﻿hey are interested in sports teams and movie stars and royal 
families and animals doing weird and funny things, 
and tabloids were and are more than happy to give 
them what they want. These kinds of newspapers 
may be slowly fading away, but the kind of reporting 
and language they use is still going strong – you will 
find it in online news reporting, particularly. This 
form of journalism is almost always reported in 
the third person and based on verifiable facts, not the opinions of 
the journalist. The source of the story and the facts contained in it 
should always be made clear – is it from another media report? An 
eyewitness account? A press release? A statement by the authorities?

2.	 Work in pairs or small groups. Compare the results of your individual 
analyses and agree on the 12 uses of prepositions. For each preposition, 
identify the full prepositional phrase of which it is the head (the main 
word).

3.	 Categorise the 12 prepositional phrases into the following five 
domains, based on the function you think each phrase best serves.

expressing possession	 expressing origin/source
expressing location	 expressing the performer of the action
expressing cause/reason

Note! This might look like a 
preposition but it is actually 
not. Its function is just to 
point out that “give” is used 
in the infinitive (which you 
will learn in Unit 5.)

138



c)	 Some people fear that AI may replace human jobs in the future. 
... is a concern that appears often in public debates.

d)	 Wealth and poverty exist side by side in different English-
speaking regions. ... contrasts can be seen clearly on the global 
stage.

Which of the four gaps did you find the most challenging? What textual 
clues in the sentences guided your choice of pronoun for each gap?

Some of the words you might know as “question words” are also 
pronouns. They are called interrogative pronouns (think about a police 
interrogation, where somebody would be asked an array of questions), and 
are used to point out the specific piece of information needed. Together 
with interrogative adverbs (such as how, when, where, why), we can group 
them into the category interrogative words. These are used to form so-
called wh-questions. When forming this type of question, it is important 
to not mix who (asking for a person) with how (asking for the way in which 
something is performed). You must also mind the spelling of whose (asking 
for the ownership of something) and which (used when distinguishing 
between two or more possible alternatives). It is also important to use the 
object form whom (instead of just who) following a preposition.

Activity 4
Based on “The Race for an HIV Vaccine” (on p. 160), complete the  
wh-questions to the text using the provided interrogative words:

a)	    �is the virus that doctors still cannot cure, even after many 
years?

b)	    ��system in our body does HIV attack?

c)	    �important questions do scientists need to think about when 
they use AI in medicine?

d)	    �of the viruses in the text changes very quickly and is difficult 
to fight?

e)	    �was HIV first discovered by scientists?

f)	    ��do  virologists work to study how viruses infect people?

g)	    �did McInerney and his team study during the COVID-19 
pandemic?

who
how
whose
what
which
when
where
whom
why
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“It also helps that mangas never divert from the original creators – the 
same author or artist that started it almost always ends it. This is a stark 
contrast to American comic books, where a comic publishing company can 
change artists and authors every month.”

José’s favourite comics:
Batman Long Halloween, Superman For All Seasons, Spider-Man Kraven’s 
Last Hunt, Watchman, Hellboy, Swamp Thing, Judge Dredd, V for 
Vendetta, Justice League: The New Frontier, Sandman, Daredevil Born 
Again, X-Men: God Loves, Man Kills.

“When people ask me what comic books they should read, these are 
some of the titles I recommend to them – and if they’re lucky, I might even 
lend them one from my collection!”

Show what you know!
1.	 Where did José Youngs grow up?

2.	 Why does José think comic books are different from other forms of art?

3.	 What makes manga comics easier to read for western audiences, 
according to José?

Sharpen your skills!
Match the words from the text with their corresponding meanings.

spellbound	 �to communicate or express something (like an  
idea or feeling)

household names	� a very big difference between two things
convey	 �moving away from the main topic or path for a 

while
digestible	 easy to understand or take in 
protagonist	 extremely interested, unable to look away
tangent	 �the final aim or result that someone is working 

towards
stark contrast	� �something that almost everyone knows, very 

famous
art form	 the main character in a story

Think about it!
Do you think comic books and graphic novels can be considered 
literature? Why or why not? Use examples from the text to support your 
own opinion. Take notes.

Talk about it!
In pairs or in small groups, compare your notes from Think about it! 
Present and explain your thoughts in class.
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Show what you know!
1.	 Combine each dramatic arc with its corresponding description.

Tragedy	 The hero rises, loses everything, then rises again.
Comedy	 �The hero starts with problems, things get better,  

but then ends badly.
Man in a Hole	 �The hero seems successful at first but loses  

everything in the end.
Icarus	 �The hero falls into trouble but escapes and ends up 

better off.
Cinderella	 �The hero begins with problems but ends with 

happiness.
Oedipus	 �The hero rises quickly, but then crashes hard.

2.	 Read each statement and indicate if it is true or false.

a)	 In a tragedy, the main character usually ends with success and 
happiness.

b)	 The Cinderella arc includes two rises and one fall.

c)	 The Icarus arc is named after a story from Greek mythology.

d)	 In the “Man in a Hole” arc, the hero never recovers after their 
fall.

e)	 A comedy arc always means the story is funny.

Sharpen your skills!
1.	 Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate of the words in the box. 

Each word can be used a number of times.

           fall               success              problems               love               power

a)	 In a tragedy, the main character begins with … but later suffers a 
great … .

b)	 In a comedy, the story starts with … but ends with … or reunion.

c)	 In the “Icarus” arc, the hero rises with … or fame, but later 
experiences a big … .

2.	 Writers often use adjectives to make the action in their stories more 
exciting. 

	 Use one of the adjectives from the box and write a sentence about a 
book, movie or TV show you like. Write one sentence for each adjective, 
and if you don’t understand a word, look it up in the dictionary first.

	 Example: “Dracula is a scary movie about a vampire, based on a book 
by Bram Stoker.”

exciting	 thrilling	 amazing	 interesting	 surprising	
boring	 shocking	 touching	 confusing	 inspiring

Think about it!
Choose a movie, TV show, or book you know well. Think about which of 
the dramatic arcs you think it follows and give examples to support your 
opinion. Use the questions below to help structure your thoughts. Take 
notes.

•	 Where does it start?

•	 What is the obstacle faced by the main character, and how do 
they overcome it?

•	 Is the ending happy or sad?

•	 Do you think the ending works, or would you have preferred it to 
go a different way?

•	 What might the story have looked like if the creators chose a 
different dramatic arc?

2.	 Which of the dramatic arcs do you find most appealing or interesting? 
Do you like stories, books and movies with happy endings, tragedies, or 
tales like those about Icarus or Cinderella?

Talk about it!
1.	 Work in pairs or small groups. Using your notes, present your thoughts 

about the movie, book or TV-series you chose. Compare with each 
other – if you chose the same film, look for differences or similarities.

2.	 Share some of your thoughts in class.
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Doing Work:  
The function of the verb and its forms

There is always some kind of “doing work” at the core of every clause or 
sentence. This work could be an action, a process or just a state that the 
subject of the clause is in for a certain period of time. The group of words 
used for pointing out the type of work being done are called verbs. They 
are probably the most important parts of speech, since we cannot form 
meaningful clauses without including at least one verb. Hence, verbs are 
required in every clause or sentence. To identify a verb, you just have to 
insert its base form into the short formula “I cannot ... that (way)!” If you 
insert the word into the gap and it makes sense, rest assured it is a verb!

Activity 1
1. 	 Can you name three verbs that imply an action, three verbs that 

represent a process and three verbs that indicate a state of being?

2. 	 Think about the verb ‘do’. How many other forms of this verb can 
you use in sentences? Can you also combine it with other verbs to get 
additional meanings?

3. 	 Related to the previous question, how can the use of verb forms give  
us information about time without using specific time words?

4. 	 How do you deal with verbs in other languages you learn at school? 
What might be particularly tricky? Do you think the English verb 
system is easier to learn?

Time is indeed a very relevant concept when discussing verbs. In grammar 
language we would talk about tenses when referring to the different verb 
forms we use to place an action in time. Tenses help us show whether 
something happens in the present, happened in the past or will happen 
in the future. They also allow us to express whether an action is finished, 
is still ongoing, repeated or connected to another point in time. As you 
can see in the following excerpts, the English tense system offers a variety 
of possible verb constructions to help situate the occurring actions on an 
imagined timeline:

See the reference 
section on page 
318 for more 
information about 
verbs.

This is the peak of the story, where everything changes – it is the moment that the 
audience has been waiting for. 

My mom is and always will be the biggest Superman fan I have ever met. She had 
this huge book of the greatest Superman comic books that had ever been written.

There are different types of verbs that are good to know. A common 
distinction is made between action verbs (also called dynamic verbs) and 
stative verbs. As you can hear, action verbs refer to actions, activities and 
processes where the subject performing the verb has to “do some body 
work” (e.g. run, write, grow, talk). By contrast, stative verbs rather involve 
“mental work”, as these verbs express states, conditions, thoughts or 
emotions (e.g. know, love, believe, own).

Activity 2
In the passage below, you will find some verb phrases underlined. Which 
of these are action verbs and which are stative verbs?

The first part of the dramatic arc is called the exposition. This is where we meet 
the characters and learn a little about them, as well as where the story takes place. 
Life seems normal, but soon something will happen. We call this the inciting 
incident, and this is what causes our main character to act. This can be where our 
hero discovers or decides that they want or need something, but they cannot get it 
because something or someone is in their way.

Additional question: Which verb is used most times and what is its 
base form?

As you noticed in the excerpt at the top of this page, the verb form ‘is’ was 
used more often than any other verb. This is a conjugated form of one of 
the most useful verbs, whose infinitive form is ‘to be’. This stative verb 
also belongs to a group called linking verbs, which are used to link the 
subject to “a version of itself” (e.g. be, seem, become). ‘To be’ is the English 
verb with by far the most possible conjugations and forms, as you can see 
in the chart below:
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9.	 What historical event made the Mashco Piro distrust outsiders?

A.	 The arrival of missionaries.  

B.	 The rubber boom in the late 1880s.  

C.	 The building of logging roads.  

D.	 The spread of diseases.  

. . .
10.	What happened when the Madre de Dios Territorial Reserve was 

created in 2002?

A.	 The entire tribal territory was protected.  

B.	 The Mashco Piro moved into villages.  

C.	 Only about a third of the proposed land was protected.  

D.	 The Yine tribe was forced to leave.  

. . .
11.	How do the Mashco Piro usually signal their presence?

A.	 By lighting fires.  

B.	 By drumming on trees.  

C.	 By shouting loudly.  

D.	 By whistling like a bird.  

. . .
12.	What did the Mashco Piro do in 2022 and 2024?

A.	 They built new villages.  

B.	 They attacked loggers.   

C.	 They made peace with missionaries.  

D.	 They moved to another country.  

. . .

13.	Why do some Yine villagers plant extra vegetables?

14.	What are two groups, besides loggers, that pose a threat to 
theMashco Piro, and what kind of threats do they pose?

15.	According to the text, how many members of the tribe are 
estimated to exist?

16.	What solution does Caroline Pearce suggest for protecting the 
Mashco Piro?
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3.1 Types of Nouns
Many words function as nouns. We can categorise them into different 
subgroups based on the characteristics they display.

Concrete nouns: Things you can see or 
touch. 

Examples: table, dog

Abstract nouns: Ideas or feelings with no 
visible shapes. 

Examples: love, freedom

Countable nouns: Things you can count. 
These nouns can be used in the plural. 

Examples: one book, two 
books; one child, two children

Uncountable nouns: Things you cannot 
count individually. These nouns are 
typically used in the singular only. 

Examples: milk, money, 
information

Collective nouns: Words that refer to a 
group of people, animals or things as a 
single unit. 

Examples: team, family, 
government

Animate nouns: Living things that can 
move or act by their own free will (i.e. 
humans and animals). 

Examples: man, dog, sister

Inanimate nouns: Things that, unlike 
humans and animals, are not capable of 
independent movement or action. 

Examples: car, rock, tree

Proper nouns: Names of people, places, 
organisations, months, days. These are 
always capitalised (spelled with a capital 
initial letter). 

Examples: Anna, Sweden, 
Monday, Volvo

3.2 Need for Determiners
Singular countable nouns normally require a 
determiner, such as a, an, the, this, my. 

Examples: a car, the dog

Plurals and uncountable nouns can appear 
without determiners when speaking generally. 

Examples: Cars are 
expensive; water is cold




